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“ It is peculiarly the duty of the House of Commons to watch over the purse of the nation; and, it is the 
‘* duty of the nation to come forward and ericourage the Houte of Commons to proceed with activity and 
“ rigour in its laudable efforts to bring to punishment all those who have wasted the public money, 
‘« especially in cases, where, to such waste, is joined a daring violation of the law."——Loav Temp.e'’s 
Speech at the County meeting in Ilampshire, on the 16th of May, 1805. 


- [612 





641] -———— 
SUMMARY OF POLITICS, 

Arraiks OF Inpia. (Continued from 
pages 171, 197, 237, 303, 368, 460, 530, 
545, and 699.) Since the state of the pro- 
ceedings against Lord Wellesley was given 
in page 624, there has been but one debate, 
in the House of Commons, upon the subject ; 
und that was on Monday, the 28th instant, 
upon a motion made by Mr. Paull for print- 
ing the Charge, which he, as the reader was 
informed, laid upon the table on the prece- 
diag Tuesday, and a report of which charge, 
as given in the newspapers, will be found in 
page O15, Mr. Paull, in making his mo- 
tion on the 28th, began by producing seve~ 
ral precedents, showing that he was perfect- 
ly regalar in bringing forward his Charge 
previous to the production of any documents, 
or other evidence, in support of it; and, 
from one precedent, it appeared, that so 
perfect is, or was, the right of impeachment 
in every meurber of the house, that any 
member hada right to prefer a charge against 
any subject of the realm upon the ground 
of mere report, or rumour! Yet, be it recol- 
lected, that, on the 22d instant, the “* Man 
‘* of the People” told Mr. Paull, that he pre- 
ferred the charge “at his peri/!’ This is a 
phrase that onght never to be forgotten. It 
's the boldest attack that. ever was made 
upon the privileges of the people as well as 
of their’ representatives. What! does a 
imember of parliament speak at his peril ? 
And what is the difference between a charge 
thade verbally and a charge made in writing? 
Many ate the attempts, which, at different 
periods of our history, have been made to 
pare down the privileges of membets of par- 
liament; but this is an attempt to cut them 
‘up by the roots, The privileges of parlia- 
ment that are really useful to the people, 
are those of the iadividual member; but, of 
late years, particularly, the great object of 
Ministers seefs to have been to fritter these 
away, and to make a Joud noise about the 
Privileges of the House; that is to say, of 





histry, r. Pa might, indeed, speak ; 
he, who had seen that which he catne to 


Be tte heen popes 


—~ 


‘to support it. 





complain of, might speak, he might com. 
plain, he might even make a Charge; but 
he did it ‘at his peril.” Ob! what an exe 
cellent motto to write up over the door of 
the Whig-Club room! Iu the last de- 
bate, the Marquis of Douglas and Mr. Wind- 
ham expressed their decided disapprobation 
of the manner, in which Mr. Paull had been 
treated at the time of bringing forward his 
Charge. The public had expressed their 
disapprobation before ; aid, whatever may 
he thought of it, the feeling which that treat- 
ment has excited, from one end of the coun- 
try to the other, will not be easily done 
away. Mr. Pauil, ‘in the debate, to the 
subject of which we will mow return, re- 
minded the House, that, in the papers which 
had been delivered the day after his Charge 
was laid upon the table, there was evidence 
in support of his Charge, and that, upon this 
ground, he now demandid, as his right, that 
the Charge should be printed. He went 
into avery long, and a very able statement, 
to show how those papers bore upon the 
subject of the Charge. He clearly shewed, 
‘that this was the sort of evidence which Mr. 
Fox and Mr. Sheridan had represented as 
necessary to render the printing of the 
Charge proper ; and, after much»manly am- 
madversion upon the conduet of his oppo- 
nents, he concluded by eaying, that he had 
asked no one to second his motion, being re- 
solved to leave it to the House to second it, 
or not, jist as they pleased; whereupon Mx. 
Martin of Tewksbury, folowimg the so 
much applauded example of Six Wiitiam 
Geary, who seconded the motion for taking 
the Charge into consideration, rose and se- 
conded his* motion. This conduct. reflects 
great honour on these two gentlemen. It 








“affords us an instance of the value of inde- 


pendent men, though they may not be:given 


to make long speeches. ‘This is: the 
made of proceeding. A member rij 
ment sees cause to i a men.. He 


and, when the House are in possession of 
them, it ia fer they; tode what they please, 
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643) 
This is a thousand” times better than -im- 
peachiment by a party; which, besides that 
it can seldom be kept distinct from, party 
1otives, that is to say, motives very elosely 
connected with the, hepe of, getting ito 


place, is: pretty sure to be ensbarrassed by ca- - 





bals, intrigues, and Conypromises. Oe 
mere to come back to the debate; Messrs 


‘Fox, Sheridan, Lord Henry Petty, Dr, Lau- 


rence, and several others spoke, and, though 
they wished the motion to be withdrawn, 
for the present, said they would vote for it, 
if the House dwided. ‘The two.former did, 
however, still.adhere to thew’ former com- 
plaint, that Mr. Paull, after having, moved 
tor, and obtainsd, volumes of papers relative 
to other parts of Marquis Wellesley’s con- 
duct, had passed over them, and had now 
brought a charge without any- papers at all. 
Bui, they forgot to answer what Mr. Paull 
had before said, and. which was perfectly 
true, that the papers relative to. ne ene of his 
other intended eharges were yet, in aconm- 
plete state upon the table, though some of 
them had been moved for in the last session 
of parliament. ‘The papers relating to the 
Oude Charge, for instance, consist of Nos. 
trom 1 to 5; and, No.3, which is by far the 
inost bulky, is not delivered to this day. 
With what reason, then, was he reproached 
for not bringing some other Charge? And, 
what was left for him to do, but to bring a 
Charge first, and call tor the documents af- 

erwards? But, there is something so untair 
und unjust in this representation about ‘ vo- 


“* lumes of papers,” that I must descend to | 


particulars in order to expose it. Mr. Paull 
dad moved for papers, in the last sessien of 
‘parliament, he had moved for some in this 
‘session. Obstacle upon obstaele, delay apon 
delay, had intervened; and, at the tme 
when he Jaid his charge upon the table, at 
the very time when Messrs. Fox and Sheri- 
dan were reproaching him with having got 
yolumes of papers without grounding any 
charge upon ttem; at that moment, the 


whole of the papers, called for by dim, and. 


delivered, atnounted to no more than ji/ty- 
fourpages! And, ai the moment when fam 
ewriting, the papers, uhus called for and de- 
Jivered, amount, in the whole, to only éwo 
‘hundred and thirty-three pages! The papers 
‘are now lying betore me; and, as to the de- 
lay in the printing, there ore twenty print- 
“ing offices in London, at either efarhich the 
‘whole could have been printed jh forty-eight 
vhours.—-Where, then, are we to look for 
the candaur,. for the #gstica; which dictated 
the cry of “‘ vodwmes of papers?” And, where 
“are we tolook, too, for the real cause of the 

delay ia producing these two hundred aud 


‘ 


POLITICAL REGISTER —Afairs of India. 





[644 


three pages of papers? ——It was, to be 


sure, with singular propriety that Mr. Sherj- . 
dan joined in this cryt. Mr, Sheridan, who , 
so long ago as the year 1802, called for yo. , 
lumes of papers relative to this same Lord ry 


Wellesley’s conduct in the Carnatic. He I] 
obtained these papers. Jofumes indeed 














were they. They have been upon the table . : 
of the House of Commons ever since 1805. ~ 
Not a motion has Ire yet made upon them, lo 
though he has repeatedly pledged himself to pe 
prosecute the inquiry to the utmost, Now of 
he .contes arid tes the House, that he still ees 
thinks the transactions in the Carnatic most Cu 
flagitious ; but, that he will mot stir the sub- one 
ject, lest he should thereby divide the minis- “ 
iry! And vet this, this, this is the gentleman, Fs the 
who, in that same Heuse of Commons, D Yet 
stands up and reproaches Mr, Paull with t Che 
having called for papers without proceeding F  onot 
to grounda charge upon them! What could Mr. 
make a man think of acting thus? Why, |! ever 
should be glad to know, is Mr. Sheridan to ,  omak 
be allowed this latitude’ any more than- Mr. “OO 
Paull, or any other man? Is it, that Mr. «by 
Paull is not a brother 2 It would seem as if quis 
he were regarded as an alten ; an intruder, “© th 
an evil-minded person come to disturb the They 
order of the combat for place and emola- hide 
ment. Mr. Fox said, in the debate of work 
Monday, that Mr. Paull had called for ‘* vo- in th; 
‘« lumes of papers, none of which had beea see ii 
‘© refused him.” No: not refused in words, an O} 
butin act. Granted to hima, but not put inte at hi 
his hands. And, besides, did Mfr, Fox tor- Mr. E 
get what had passed gn the 19th of March, done.’ 
| when Mr. Hiley Addington, . seconded by rience 
| Lord Temple, brought forward. 4 motion 1) Charg 
| authorise the ministers fo withhold, at their be ma 
discretion, any of the India papers that had Dot ay 
_ Leen ordered ly the House., Mr, Fox was nus the do 
| decided as to the propriety of this motos : we sh 
| he found there were precedents for it; and, prints: 
| reader, observe, that these preeedents were of Ki 
| set by Lord Castlereagh! ‘This made Mr. been p: 
Fox hesitate. He sat down without gw ug any ni 
any opinion; and the motion was, at last, and pu 
withdrawn,, when it appeared, that there that dis 
was a general feeling of indignation "sig Presg, 
against it. Not ‘ refused,” not. actually se ou the : 
fused, ‘to be sure ; but, the public will naw rescindi 
be quite able to judge of the readiness; with print th 
which the papers Lave been granted.—— Wwe have 
The migtion of Mr. Paull was, as it has al- before 
ready. been observed; ‘seconded by Mr. Mat hot ail ¢ 
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tin-of Tewksbury. Mr. Bragge (of whom 
we have not heard much since the roth Re- 
| oe appeared) moved the previous q the 
. Hisgmotion was seconded by Mr, Corry, & 
| Jate Chancellor of the Exchequer for Ie 
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drawn; and the Charge remained in the 

state, where we before left it, with these ad- 

ditional circumstances, that the bringing of 

it forward was now shown to have been per- 

fecily regular, and that. the adherents of 

Lord Wellesley exhibited new and striking 

roofs of their sincerity when they professed 

to wish for the production and the publica- 

tion of every paper relating to the conduct of 

Lord Wellesley ! What can there be in this 

same charge? Mr. Paull has been spoken 

of as a person not adequate to the task he 

has undertaken; and thus the Mornine 
Curonicce (which I lament to see tast be- 

coming what*the Sun and the Courier 

used fo be) has, by its most unfair reports of 

| the debates, endeavoured to represent hin. 

| Yet, itdoes seem, that he has produced a 
Charge having some weight in it; else why 

not let it go forth to the public? Why bring 

Mr. Sheridan down to prevent it from going 

fF even into the Votes of the House? Why 

) ; make such efforts to prevent its being read ? 
“Oh, that mine enemy had written a 
“* book !”” So say not the advocates of Mar- 


f quis Wellesley ; so say not the advocates of 
5 ‘** the Most Noble the Governor General.” 
e They seem anxious, to the last degree, to 
: hide the book of their enemy from the 
i world. What. a’ God's name, can there be 
\- in this Charge? And, why are we not to 
y sce it; especially as the gentleman, to use 


s, an Old-Bailey phrase, has brought it forward 














W at his perid, It would be curious, were 
[- Mr. Paull to stop here, to see whet would be 
is done. To see how he would be made to expe- 
ry rience the peril of having produced this 
1y Charge. ‘To see how this new doctrine can 
uw be made good. To stop, however, does 
ad Dot appear to be his intentien; and, when 
HU the documents in proof are upon the tabie, 
1 we shall have the Charge in the public 
id, prints; for, ithas been decided, ia the Court 
1 ot King’s Bench, that, when papers have 
fr. been printed by either House of Parliament, 
ng any man, owt of doors, has’ a right to print 
st, ind publish them;. ot which Mr. Sheridan, 
ere that distinguished friend of the Liberty of the 
ing Press, could not bave been ignorant; when, 
re- ou the 23d instant, he made his motion for 
aw rescinding the order, made by the house, to 
sith print the Charge! This gentleman it is; that 
— we have to thank, that the Charge is not now 
al- before the. public. ‘ He-parte!” And-are 
[at- hot all charges ex-parte ?. Must/they not ne- 
10mm ssarily'be so? If there is never tobe any 
Re- hing er-parte, haw is it:possible for any: in- 
ju. jury ever to ‘take: place? If the Charge’ 
the ‘ere now in the public prints, is. not the 
Jre- tme channel open to the denial? Are the 
sitb- 'y prints leagued against Marquis Wel- 
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lesley, or for him? Who, that is conscious 
of his innocence, need care about the pubs 
lishing of a Charge against him, provided 
the same vehicle be constantly ready to cons 
vey his defence? As to matters in private 
life, the case is diilferent; but, if this prin- 
| ciple be not permitted to be acted upon with 
reyard to men in public stations, in the ser- 
| Vice of the public, the liberty of the press is 
a mockery; it is ten thousand times worse 
than nothing; because the liberty of the 
press being presumed to exist, a reliance 
upon its vigdance being placed by the peo- 
ple, its silence, as to the misconduct of pub- 
lic men, tends to deceive them; and, the 
more especially, because this same press is 


| allowed to say as much as it pleases i praise 
| of public men, and, indeed, much more 
than the consciences of the editors, if left to 


themselves, would peraait to be said.——On 
Tuesday, the 29th instant, the papers, iu 
manuscript, relative to the sieviire of Far- 
ruckabad, were laj the tab! 
Liouse ; and, after th y l; been odered to 
be so laid, Mr. Paull, moving for the 
printing otf them, reminded the House of 
had been said about ** the Volumes” 
that had been produced; whereupon Mr. 
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Yal weeks, seeing 


Controul) rose to say that Mr. Paull was un- 
a mistake, Mr. Paull was proceeding 
to defend the correctness of his statement (it 
being the uniform custom for the maker 


.of # motien to be entitled to reply), 


when, as the Morning Chronicle tells us, 
he was called to order by the Speaker. Mr. 
Paull contended, that he was strictly in or- 
der; and, that he could not help observing, 
that he was the only perscn, wiw was kept 
to strict order in that house, he being scarcely 
ever suffured to say a word by way of expla- 
nation, whilst others were suffered to make 
explanations of half an hour long. Upon 
which the Speaker appealed to the House, 
whether he deserved-the imputation now cast 
on him; and, it seems that ‘several mem- 
bers didcryout, no, no, no! With the 
conveying of this appeal to the. public, I 
sha}] now take ny leave of the atlairs of In- 
dia for the present; and, probably, for geve- 
that nothing further oan 
be done with regard to the Charge, uoptil the 





documents in supporto; it come before the 


House; and, as to ot/er-Ciparges, M. Paull 


will scareely think of preferring agy, until 


he has broughi the first to a decided vote.” 
*t Divide, dnd you govern.” So it is with 


men; and, if you divide the attention of 


the publig, you destroy it; or, yougreatly 
weaken it, at least. To the first Charge, 


therefore I hope, Mr, Pawd will coudiue bia 
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self, until it be disposed of. ——In the mean 
while, however, there are certain facts, cer- 
tain undeniable, undisputed faets, which it 
will be useful for us to bear in mind. 1. That | 
the East-India Company, according to the 
act renewing their charter in 1793, now owe 
the nation niore than G millions of pounds 
sterling, not ove shilling of which they are 
able to pay. 2. That Marquis Wellesley, ac- 
cording to his own letters to his employers, 
the Kast-India Company, acquired, ip their 
bebalf, great revenues and emoluments, 
from his extension of their sway and their 
territory im India. 3. That, notwithstanding 
these gains, the debt, which the Company 
owes itr India, was, during his administra- .| 
tion, augmented from 1! miltions to 31 
millions of pounds sterling. 4. That, not- 
withstanding all these immense receipts, from 
conquests as well as from loans, the finan- 
ces of the Company, in India, were, upon 
the arrival of Marquis Cornwallis, as succes- | 
sor to Marguis Wellesley, im a_ state of 
the greatest embarrassment, the pay of the 
troops being no }es than five months in arrear 
and every department connected with the 
army still more in arrear; in so much that 
Marquis Cornwallis was compelled to take 
the Contpany’s money, destined to China 
for commercial purposes, wherewith to sa- 
tisfy the urgent demands of the army. 5. 
‘That the finances of the East-India Com- | 
any are now ina state, which Mr. Robert 


—— 
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scribed at ‘* the Lrink of leggary ;” and 6. 


That the Company, if. at all rescued trom | 
this situation, must beso rescued by the , 


means of taxes, raised upon the people of 
this country, 1° million of pounds haying 


been what is called paid to the Company this | 
| opposed by Sir John Wrottesley, Lord Por- 


year, while that Company is indebted to the 
nation to an amount upwards of 6 millionsof 
pounds. This was the topic, upon which, 
in the debate of Monday last, the Marquis 
ef Douglas dwelt with so much force and 
“effect. He said, that, ‘* had he been pre- 
«* sent the former night, he would have op- 
“« posed the rescinding the original order for 
-#€ printing the charge. The printing of the 
* charge would not injure the accused, as 
** it would be consideredestanding only 
'€¢ on the assertion of one” members: 
** of the House, who, unsupported by any 
«* party, ought to be presumed to be acting 
** from pure motives.” The charge was a 
«* dead-letter till it was proved, and besides, 
“* the printing of it was necessary to énable 
** the House to consider it. He had him- 
** self lately turned his attention to the af- 
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one or other. The people of this country 
were already heavily burdened with taxes 
and yet they were now called upon for ie. 
ney to support the FEast-India Company 
It would be necessary to protect Kneland 
against Tndta as an hon. gentleman (Mr 
Francisy had said, for the child which 
promised by proper eare and purture to 
become the support of the parent, was 
niow hanging at the mother’s bosom, and 
sucking the vital drops of her political 
existence ”” And, will our represents - 
tives, will the ‘* guardians of the nation’s 
** purse,” grant our money by millions to the 
East-India Company ? Will they suffer the 
vital drops of our political existence to be 
thus sucked away?) And, will they do this, 
too, without inquiry, without strict inquiry, 
into the causes that have produced this great 
addition to omr burdens? When they see 
ene of their body endeavouring ‘to obtain 
seh an inquiry ; when they see him rise, in 
behalf of the people, and prefer a charge 
agafust the man, whom he regards as the 
principal cadse of these calamities ; wil} 
they tcl} him, or suffer him to be told, that 
he prefers such charge at his peril? Let us 
hope not. Letus hope; that the same prin- 
ciples, which led to the measures, adopted 
with respect to Lord Melville, will still be 
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_ predominant in the House of Commors. 


At any rate, let us hope, that Mr? Paul 


| will persevere. 
‘hornton, ore of the Directors, has de- | 





Cutrcew AFrarrs. The Stipendiary 
Curates’ bill (see page 560), brought in by 
Mr. Percival, was <hrown out in the Houie 
of Commons, on Friday, the 25th instant, 
upon a division of 29 against: 17 ——The 
bill was sepported by Mr. | Percival, Mr. 
Fellowes, and Mr. Wilberforce ; and wa 


| chester, Mr. Barham, atid’) Mr. Fox-— 


| ‘The provisions of this bill gave toa great e- 


| couragement to Curates to reside; by com- 
| pelling the incumbents, at the diseretion © 
| the Bishop, to make certain allowances “ 
glebe, house, and salary, to such Curates ® 
might choese to reside, The ‘main obje“ 
was, and, I think, the effect ‘would have 
heen, to cause; in many eases, the meu 
bent to reside, and, in’many others, 4 Cv 
rate to reside, in’ those’ parishés, where, at 
present, to the great injury ‘of! the Chur, 
and the scandal of the nation, ‘there are ™ 
resident ministers’ at all): amd where, ¢ 
course, the people have’ to choose betw’" 
a meeting-honse and a total neglect of ate 
} darice at places of divine service.——? *" 
be told, perhaps; that;''thotigh, imther 










tishes, there be no resident: minister of 
Charch; yet, theye is divine serviee rege 
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ly performed, once, at least, every Sunday. | grees of opulence, or of income; and, if 


But, Lask, whether a poor Curate's walk- 
ing or riding into the parish of a Sunday, 
hurrying over the service, and then hasten- 
ing away again, leaving the people for ano- 
ther seven days without the means of bap- 
tism, or of Visitation to the sick, and witheut 
the possibility of deriving any advantage 
whatever from the advice or admonition or 
example ef a minister of the Gospel ; I ask, 
whether it be thus that divine service can be 
performed; and whether this practice be at 
ail consistent with the well-known and selt- 
evident objects of ecclesiastical institutions 
arid endowments? To lessen the magni- 
tude of this scandalous abuse was the object 
at the bill, the objections to which were, 
that it trenched upon private property ; that 
it was unjust in its principle, because it 
awarded to the Curate a compensation, not 
i proportion to the service performed, but 
i proportion to the worth of the living ; 
and that it lodged too great a power in the 
hands of the Bishop. As to this last, it 
was always an objection with me, I agree 
with Mr, Wilbertorce, that it ought to have 
been made imperative, and not discretionary 
im the Bishop.; for, many, teo many by 
far, are the instances, in which we have 
seen Bishops heapmg preferment on prefer- 
ment upon their relations, and, at the same 
time, excusing them, by one means or ano- 
ther, from the due discharge of the duties 
thereunto. attached.. But, with respect to 
tie other objections, I can see nothing solid 
it them. ‘© ‘Trench upon private property!" 
In Volume VII. pp. 788 and 809, it was, I 
think, shewn, that Church benefices are no¢ 
private property ; that the advowson is a 
trust; and that the benefice has attached to 
ks tenure a cogdition of service, to which 
service residence is indispensably necessary. 
‘This.is. a, branch of the subject, which, to 
do it justice, would require a good deal of 
tune and. room; but, I am firmly persuaded, 
that the day is not far distant when it will 
and must.meet with a full discussion, unless 
the Church: is, in the mean time, destined 
to fall wuder the weight of its accumulated 
abuses, of which abuses, that of non-resi- 
dence isthe principal cause of all the rest. 





Of the other objection, that the com« 
. pensation to.the Curate would not be in pro- 


pertion to the service performed, but in pro- 
pottion tg the worth of the benefice, we 
may observe, that, it would be equally good 
againstthe. inequality of the benefices them- 
selves. For the propriety of this inequality 
the clergy in general have strongly contend- 
ed,’ upon ‘the ground, that, in the Church, 
@ in all professions, there ought to be de- 


cy 
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this reason be good, as applied to incum- 
bents, why should it be bad, as applied to 
Curates? Mr. Fox said the bill was good 
for nothing ; that it professed to provide for 
what it could not etfect ; that the evil was 
in the existence of pluralities ; and that, un- 
til they were done away no efficient remedy 
could be applicd. I grant that the evil does 
not lie here, and that no remedy for the 
abuse can be quite efficient, until pluralities 
are done away. But, this bill would have 
done something ; and, if the discretionary 
power of the Bishop had been exchanged for 
an imperative command upon him, it would 
have done much, -I should prefer the radi- 
cal cure; but, will Mr. Fox give us this 
cure? [imagine not; and, I imagine, too, 
that he will not stir one step towards it, The 
giving of pluralities is connected with poli- 
tics and parties. It is a species of jobbing. 
It is one of the means by which a ministry 
obtain a corrupt support; and, for this, 
amongst other reasons, every good man must 
Wish to see it put an end to. If the strict 
performance of the duty of a parish were in- 
separable from the reccipt of the income of 
the living, the gift of a living would not be 
so valuable a thing. A sinecure is always 
werth more than an active office. ‘The 
way to bring this subject before the public, 
with a fair chance of producing a great and 
good effect, is, for some man, who has a 
few hundred pounds to spare, to refuse to 
pay tithes, upon the plea, that the incum- 
bent, by not residing, does, agrecably ‘to 
| the will of the founder, and the very nature 
of the foundation, lose his right to the 
tithes. The defendant would Jose his cause ; 
statute upon statute would be quoted against 
him; but, he would awaken discussion, he 
would incite to inquiry; and these would 
lead to a reform of the monstrous abuse. 
Am I told, that non-residence has always 
prevailed? {deny the fact. And, if it has 
prevailed, in a greater or less degrec, for 
seven hundred years past, in England, have 
we not, in more than one instance, secn the 
Church overturned by it? It prevailed in 
France, too ; and in other countries of Eu« 
rope it now does prevail; but, is the state 
of the Clturch, in those countries, such as 
| to encourage us to continue the abuse here > 
It is in vain to hope, that che clergy them~ 
, selves will begin the ‘reformation. They 
| have always been opposed to it; and, at the 
present day, they appear to be more opposed 
to it than ever.——What prevents the adop- 
tion of an effectual remedy (for all men see 
and acknowledge the evil), is, the connec- 
tion, which the Church, by the means of 
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luralities and consequent non-resklence. is 
made to have with politics. A partizan is 
1o be rewarded by a benefice given to his son, 


or some other relation or friend; but, there | 


is no gift, if strict duty be required to be 
performed, A living of 500). year is worth 
something, while the duty ean be performed 
by a Curate at the price of 30 or 50 pounds 
a year; but, if the whole of the time of the 
incumbent be taken up by the living, it is 
worth uething. Thus, are the people, not 


only deprived of the services, in considera- 
tio, of which tithes are paid, but they are 


further injttred by the political influence 
which is ol'aincd by the means of that de- 
privation! Mir. Fellowes stated, that, from 
the returns upon the table of the House of 
Commons, it appeared, that, out of 11,000 
parishes (I take only the round numbers), 
there were 2,000 without any resident minis- 
ter atail; aud, there are, | believe, nearly 
0,000, in which the incumbents do not re- 
side! Ought this to be so? Can it long 
continue so; especially when we consider, 
that, of the people, who are constant in 
their attendance at divine worship, nearly 
one-half have left the Church and have gone 
tc the meeting-house ? 

PARLIAMENTARY Rerorm. (Continued 
from pages, 353 and 440). This title has 
been given to the remarks upon Mr. Tirr- 
wey's bill, bacause there is not, in my opi- 
pion, any one so likely to remind my read- 
ers of the former opinions and conduct of 
that gentleman. It is not pretended, nor is 
it to be supposed, that the honourable gen- 
tleman has not seen good reasons for the 
change; but, he certainly will have too 








much candour to impute to us, who differ” 


trom him, any motives other than those 


arising from a conviction that his bill, if 


passed into a jaw, would be attended with 
mischievous consequences. The bill was 
committed atter the debate, which was no- 
ticed in page 440; and, on ‘Tuesday, the 
29th instant, upon the report being brought 
up, a Motion was made fora recommitment, 
which produced a division of 24 for the re- 
commitment and i4 egainst it. Shocking 
disregard of the great measure, by, which 
Mr. Tietney seems to have thought, that he 
should convince the misters and the coun 
try, that he was stil! alive! In the course 
oh this debate, Mr. Teaser oaid, “ that 
* he wished the bill should be recommmitted 
« gor the ‘suke of some amendinents which 
* he meant to ‘propose. Jt had been sug- 





* gested to him-by a learned friend, that the 


** bil] went some@hat further than was in- 
** tended originally. 


Its obtect was to dee 
© elere the Jaw. But tucre had been no 
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doubt that a candidate might provide a 
carriage for the voter, though he ought 
not to give money to the voter himself to 
procure one. By this till, however, the 
candidate could not even provide a car- 
riage for the voter, and thus far it went 
beyond declaring the law. He wished to 
amend it in this point, and_ therefore 
imoved that it be now recommitted. The 
other amendments were merely verbal, 
Str Rosert Buxton thought that 
the candidate ought to be at no expense 
with respect to the voters, and would ra- 
ther have the law as it was, than agree to 
pass the bill with the amendment, 
Mr. Pavuu thought that, however the 
bill might be disguised, its effect would 
be to diminish the number of voters, and 
for that reason he would oppose it-—— 
Lokp ARCHIBALD Hamirtow said that 
his objections went to the principle of 
the bill; and as to the recommitment, 
there was only one clause in the bill, and 
that one involved the principle itseif. ‘le 
was against it, theretore, though he 
believed the honourable gentleman could 
have no motives in this business, except 
such as were pure and honourable. 
Mr. Tierney observed that the noble 
lord did him no more than justice. He 
himself could gain no advantage from the 
bill, as the law was perfectly declared in 
the place which he represented, and his 
only object was to extend the advantage 
to otber places. If all expenses to the 
candidate could be done away, he would 
be very well pleased. 
first, carried the provisions of the bill 
beyond the mere point of explanation. 
When money had been given, the ques- 
tion in the courts had been whether it 
had been allowed for carriage money. 
His object was to establish the point that 
no mouey ought to be given atall, and 








this, he apprehended, was the case 49. 


the law stood at present. But nothing 
was said in the law about carriages, and 
it the bill was to prevent carriages from 
being provided, it would be more than 
an explanatory one. Mir., Francis 
thought that the amendment would alter 
the principle of the bill considerably. 
Carriages were to be allowed to cunvey 
the voters, but how were they to be con- 
veyed—alive or dead? An_ honourable 
gentleman bebind. him whispered 

drunk, Well, be it so, but if you gave 
the voter nothing to eat or ‘drink, in 4 
journey of 200 miles, he would’ scarcely 
be alive by the time he came to the place 
of polling; or, if be were alive, be would 
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| Posed measure ; and, I amvinclined to think, 
that, if he has many of Mr Tierney’s con- 


ts. effects,“ What!" said Lord Archi- 
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« not be able to vote.’ Op GeorGe 
Rose was decidedly for the till !—— ** More 
than an explanatory bill”! Why, Mr. Tier- 
ney, did not you, from the very first, say 
that it was your intention to make it more ? 
Was it not, by its very title, more than an 
explanatory bill? Was it not professedly to 
alter the act of Williams ? And, was it not 


’ 
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with a view of justifying this alteration, that | 


your ingenions argument founded upon the 
depreciation of money, was introduced ? And 
did it, Sir, require the suggéstion of a 


<¢ loarned friend” to convince you; that the | 


bill went farther than you yourself intended 
it should go? To hear you xow, one weuld 
be ready to imagine, that the bill did not ori- 
ginate with you, Indeed, Sir, it would 
have been better to let it go off at the se- 


cond reading ; for now, like the miller with | 


his ass, you have both the advocates and the 
opponents of your bill finding fault with it : 
Sir Robert Buxton, on one side, and Mr. 
Francis,, on the other, join in condemning 
it. Its enemies assert that it is still mis- 
chievous ; and the very best that‘its friends 
say of it, is, that it is goed for nothing ; 
‘vhile those amongst the public, whose at- 
tention the subject has attracted,’ in per- 
ceiving that you will fail to effect a virtual 
disfranchisement of a considerable portien of 
the present voters, are perfectly dispesed to 
tuke the will for the deed, and to give you 
credit for it accordingly. The thing now to 
he considered, however, is, how this bill is 
to be got ont of the House. When one can- 
not possibly live any longer, the only object 
of consideration is, how to make a decent 
exit. Into this deplorable situation the bill 
has been. brought, not so much by its own 
unworthiness as by the doctrine with which 
it was introduced; for, if the arguments, 
founded upon the depreciatidi of money, 
had once become a ground of legislation as 
‘o the right of voters, it would not have 
been easy to say where its effects ought to 
stop, For a clever gentleman, Jike Mr. 
lierney, therefore, to broach such doctrine, 
and for such & purpose, must be matter of 
astonishment with every body. In op- 
posing the principle of this bill, a weekly 
print, called the InperenpenT Wuic, has 
borne a part unworthy of its name. It has 
hot entered ‘much into Mr. Tierney’s phi- . 
loso by of politics; but, it has siezed fast 
hold of the prominent features of the pro- | 
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tituents amongst its readers, he will find, 
that this attempe of his has not been without- 


Homilton, “ commit, ‘and re-commit, 
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| a bill which has but ome clause, and tha 


clause, of course, “ involving the principle 
** of the hill!” But, my lord, if you 
objected to this, why not point outa way, iu 
which the bill might be got out of the 
Hfouse ? It is easy enough for a young man, 
like your lordship, to break out in exclama- 
tions of this sort; but, when you come te 
bring forth bills yourself, especially if they 
be a last resort for the reviving of. your 
consequence, you will Know how to feel for 
others whose offspring have come to an 
untimely end. : 

Mitirary Arrarrs. (Continued from 
pages, 385, 513, and §52).—— Ou Wednes- 
day, the 30th ultimo, Mr, Windham moved, 
in the House of Commons, for the second 
reading of the bill to repeal the act, com- 
monly called the Parish Act. There was a 
debate of some Jength, which erded in a di- 
vision of 235 for the repeal, and 119 against 
it. Sir James Pulteney and Mr. Canning 
speke ‘against the repeal; Mr. Wilberforce, 
Mr. Hawthorn, Mr. C. Dundas, and sonie 
others for it. The opponents of the bil] 
made this an occasion for discussing the mé~ 
rits of Mr. Windham’s Plan; ‘* because,” 
said they, *‘ before we repeal the parish 
“* bill, let‘us see what we are likely to have 
** in the place of it.” But, this was pro- 
ceeding upon a presumed admission, that the 
parish bill was good for something ; wheré- 
as, it had, enthe other side, always been 
contended, that it was good for nothing, and 
not only good for nothirg, but that it was an 
evil unmixed with any good. To stop, there- 
fore, as Mr. Canning proposed, till we saw 
what we were likely to have in the place of 
the parish bill, would have been as absurd 4s 
for a patient to cry out to his pliysiciatt: 
“* stop! before you cnre me of. the plague, 
** Jet me see what I am to have in the place 
* of it.” The parish bill is at once a tor- 
ment anda disgrace to the country. “The 
head, in which it was conceived, was made 
for ’Change Alley. It was the last of the 
fooleries of the shallow Pitt and his fry of 
youngling statesmen. All the men who ‘it 
is pretended, were procured by it, have been 
procured by crimps; ctimps have, wtidér 
this bill, been, by Royal Authofity, seit into 
every part of the kingdom; though, it will 
be remembered, that one of the professéd 
objects of the scheme was, fo put an end to 
crimping; to ‘* the tafamous practice of 








-“ crimping,” as the Grand Operator hin- 


self called it. One of the dangers which 
we haye most to apprehend, is, that rae 28 
plewill become, at Jast, so weary. of the 
many burdeas and yexations, to which théy 


are subjected for, as ts told them, the saké uf 
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655] 
their country’s defence, that they will say 
to themselves: ‘“‘ what change can possibly 
“* be for the worse?” This is a state of the 
public mind, to which every one must Jook 
forward with apprehension. Every possible 
means of preventing it should be adopted. 
And, I appeal to the reader, whether any 
ineasure, since the days of the famous Poll- 
Tax, was ever sO unjust and so vexatious? 
It has disturbed the economy of every parish 
in the kingdom: it has imposed upon pa- 
rish-officers duties, which, if they had been 
performed, would have almost deprived 
them of their personal liberty : it has, as far 
as it has operated, produced such confusion 
that never was before witnessed in this 
country. The Lord Lieutenant of Berkshire 
(Lord Radnor) showed wisdom and firmness 
in not being made the tool of an illegal re- 
uest. He had no power, no lawful power, 
to call the parish officers together ; and one 
cannot help being pleased to see, that all 
men in his situation, are not to be twisted 
about as the capricé of a shallow-headed 
minister, or some of his missions may dic- 
tate. The repeal of this weak and mischie- 
vous measure the country will receive as a 
boon; but, I] agree, with Mr. Canning, that, 
viewing it in the light that [ do, the repeal 
of it should have come sooner, 1 do not say, 
that the new ministers should have come 
forward with their plan sooner ; but, regard- 
ing the parish bill as a mere curse upon the 
country (and as such, I think, they must re- 
gard it) there appears to me to have been no 
more reason for hesitating about getting rid 
of it, than for hesitating about getting rid of 
-the caterpillar from amongst your cabbages, 
or the Hessian fly from amongst your wheat. 
Why the long hesitation and delay have ta- 
ken place I know not, except we are to as- 
cribe it toa system of ‘ checks and balan- 
«* ces,” in the ministry, similar to those 
(only much more efficient) that Mr. Can- 
ning thought he discovered in the varieties 
of our military force ——This procrastina- 
tion furnished the opponents of ‘the repeal! 
with a fair handle for entering upon an exa- 
mination of the plan of Mr. Windham ; be- 
cause, from it they inferred, and not 
without reason, that the parish ‘bill had 
been kept in hand, until a sudstituce 
was ready; and, it followed, of ‘course; 
that, previous to the repeal of the Bill, the 
merits’. of that substitute ouglit: ‘to be 
duly considered ——I agree with Mr, Can- 
ning (of rather, he agrees with me),<that 
the plan of Mr Windham is likely to bel) 'as 
to raising of men, inefficient! and that 





~» for the reasons which I have before stated; in 


page 522; but, I think the. objection of 
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Sir James Pulteney of very little Weight, 
He is afraid, that the service for term of years 
instead of for life, will produce a relaxation 
of discipline ; because the officers, in orde; 
to keep their men on to.a second or third 
term, will be more kind to them than is 
consistent with the good of. the service, 
with that subordination, that prompt obedi- 
ence which is essentially necessary, not only 
to the duties, but even to the existence of 4 
regular army. If this were to to be the ef. 
fect of the proposed alteration, I should be 
opposed to that alteration ; but if the desire 
of the officers to retain their men should lead 
them no tarther than to act justly, merci- 
fully, and. impartially towards them; if it 
should tend to ensure to the men a full and 
punctual payment of every thing that is their 
due and that is raised upon the people for 
them; if it sould operate as a preventive of 
all acts of fraud committed upon the soldier, 
of all unjust detentions of his pay, his 
cloathing, or his provisions; if it should 
effectually prevent a system of never-ending 
attendance at parade, or elsewhere under the 
immediate command: of some one or other ; 
if it should give the soldier some hours in 
the twenty-four, wherein he might. stretch 
his limbs and raise his yoice at his own dis- 
cretion ; if, in short, it should for ever keep 
from the English service, every thing unjust, 
petty, and vexatious, what man, who is not 
as to mind,.a mere GERMAN CORPORAL, 
will not. receive the alteration with ap- 
plause ? And, who does not perceive, that, 
in producing the effects here spoken of (sup- 
posing Mr: Windham’s alteration to be etli- 
cient for that purpose), it would produce 
another most importantetfect, that is to say, 
the prevention of desertion, that desertion, 
which I verily believe, now’ costs the coun- 
try annually more money than will be wa- 
ted to meet all’ the additional “expenses 
proposed by Mr. Windham; and, I fur- 
ther believe, that the numiber of mei 
who now annually desert, is gréatet 
than the number that ‘would annually qut 
service at the end of. their first.or secon 
term, provided even the plan of Mr, Winé- 
ham, defective as I think it,,.were adopted, 
and heartily acted npon.——Besides, how 
doés Sir James Pulteney reconcile this argu 
ment of indiscipline with “Mr. Canning’ 
argumentof non-retaining ?. ‘Fhe first conf 
dently tells us, that, in consequence of the 
term-system, the soldiers will bé spoiled by 
the means which their. officers: will use © 
| rétain them in the: service; and the: latter 
| tells*' us,” with... equal. confidence. tb 
the soldiers will. rot te retained aftet “ 
expiration Of* their . term.. oe 
v Foes “4 . Ses 
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these gentlemen may say, “* my argument 
« js a good one ; ’ but, we must oe allowed 
to insist, that either the one or the other is 
good for nothing. Mr. Canning strongly 
urged the danger that might arise from the 
term system's letting loose a great number of 
men at the ireakine out of awar. If this 
ws. any meaning at ‘all, it was, that, at the 
bre aking out of a war, the soldier would 
be likely to have. a stronger desire to quit the 
service than he would have in time of peace. 
And here, one might, if one were ipciined 
to join in the rabble-courting cant, ask, whe- 
ther any 7 sO degrading as this has eve1 
been said of “the people of this. country ? 
Mr. Canning may be excused for a senti- 
nent ike this; but I appeal to any man ac- 
guainted with the dispositions of soldiers, 
whether a prospect of war is not, to them, 
always a cheering prospect? and, I appeal 
to Sir James Pulteney, whether the soldiers 
did not march against £errol with much 
greater satisfaction than he ever saw themi 
march to a lingering parade or inspection, 
though, upon. these latter cccasions, enter- 
tained with the whistlingsand creechings and 
jinglings of a score or two of fantastically 
habited Germans and Blacks? Soldiers al- 
Ways rejoice at the prospect of war, A re- 
gunent tor foreign service may, at any hour, 
be filled up by. volunteers from other regi- 
ments. A regiment g going abroad, and espe- 
cially in war time, is an object of envy with 
other regiments ; and this is so notorious in 
the army, it has been so frequently witnessed 
in every garrison in the’ kingdom, that one 
would really wonder where Sir James Pulte- 
ney can have imbibed the notion, that the 
men would, if at liberty to choose, quit the 
service because they saw war and foreign 
service approaching. But, the army, ae 
ding to Mr. Windham's plan, would, 
place no reliance ypon the war-loving «lg 
sition of the soldiers, be so constituted, as to 
leave nothing to apprehend upon this score, 
At the War-Office it would always be known 
What numbe? of men could, in such or such 
a year, leave the service in consequence of 
the expization of their terms;-and, of course, 
care would be taken to have others to sup- 
ply their place. A few years’ experience 
would render this a matter very nearly of 
certainty,» What are war-offices for but to 
furnish thouight and care as so such matters ? 
Ce ‘rtainly,: to the holder of asinecnre piace ; 
to one who is so fond of q sinecure,: that, 
notwithstandiiig he has plenty of property of 
his own, bean continue to hold.such place 
at the pat ute of the tan of whites | 
is dail ly expressing his contem 5 
fo sti i pacar the idea of labour an of | 
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attention seems quite inconsistent with offi- 
cial emolument. But, to others, it may 
surely be allowed to ask: what are war- 
ofttices for butto furnish thought and care as 
to such matters? And, if this be, permit 
ted, the answer is, that it would require 
but a small pertion of either effectually te 
guard against any such danger as that whicla 
Sir James Pulteney and Mr. Caming, have 
here.conjured up. ‘The objection founded 
on the supposed difficulties that will arise in 
the colonial service, is a mere bug-bear. 
Suppose, for instance, there be 3 regiments 
serving in Jamaica, of 1000. rank and. file 
each. Spppose that the men, upon an ave- 
rage, leave the service at the endof .the 24 
term. One fourteenth part of the men 
(supposing none to die, and also supposing 
the regiments never to come home) would 
have to be brought home every year, and.an 
equal portion sent out in their place; and, 
where would be the mighty difficulty j 
sending out to Jamaica 21-4.men every year, 
and bringing home alikeanumber? Three 
times the number might pass and repass ig 
the steerage of the merchant ships! Neta 
single ton of transports ever need be ems 
ployed tor the service, even supposing that 





there was not, as-there is, an exchange of 


King’s ships, every year upon the station, 
But, do we not know, that the men some- 
times die? Do we not know, that, the 
reviments are, nou’, frequently changed in 
that service? And, in both these cases, are 
we not, without a term-system, ebliged ta 
send out fresh men? Every Island. has, ia 
proportion to its importanee, and nearly in 
proportion to the strength of its garrison, 
merchant ships passing to and fro, «nd that, 
too, at all times of the year; and, after a 
very minute examination into the means of 
changing the men, I really cannot perceive 
any difficulty that will arise, in this respect, 
from the term-system, unless it be a diffi- 
culty to make the persons employed in 
the war-offices attend to their duty, and 
to do something for the immense sums of 
money that they receive from the public. 
In a subsequent page of ‘this sheet, the rea- 
der will find a project, which, .it seema,. has 
been presented to the present aswell as;the 
Jate ministry, relative to the defence of, the 
West-India Colonies... The writer, whom I 
heard deliver his. sentiments in the House of 
Commons, is entitled to great praise for the 
zeal he has shewn; and, if black troops 
we to be. employed, I think his project the 
Dut, I naust confess,-tuat] see no ne- 
pend: for black troops imthe West-Indies 
any more than in.St: James's Parke A, slave- 
artay has i in it t something so revolting, that! 


> 
a 


ert a . 
> - ee . 
a ee ae 


- , 
ia, 


is ae 


Fs ur. <h 
Se ee 


— 


S + Sag 


oes * 
7-4 
¢, 


MY cer 
ante 


Ai < hee 
eee 


ae 


<a 


-_ “3 
> bees ™. 
— — 
> at, : 
= 
ee 
Serf 
o 


. Eos 
ee 


Lo 


>; 
oe te 
5 ee Bog © epee <n 


lg a 


— 
ee 


_ 


nea 
~_ — 


- 7 
oa 7 - 
a ¥ + Be emt 

+ J -— ” 
“ se- 
, — 
m * 


~—e 


i 
NO 
ht 








~ 


x 


“> 
ae 


_ ee ae ee ee, 


Re ee 


«enh ined 


ee 
SOA ena? 


a4 
— 


PE eo: 
NSS, OF BS 


By — 
Be i roi. 
Maney hee 


ee oer 


~~ 
— 


oe 


: ine ex a Bs 4 
ad ews eS ee sca 


OTL, OOS VIS SD 


ee ie aa ee ee 
_ = c 


ee 






Re TB Fg LE tm Fn 


a 


Ce ee ee ee 


ee. a 


650) 
cannot bring myself to bear the idea; and 
especially as 1 am convinced, that there 1s 
no necessity for it. ‘The waste of English- 
men's Jives is what no one can treat lightly ; 
and, I am aware, that, as to the drain upon 
our population, the argument that might be 
applied in favour of voluntary emigration, 
will not apply to the army; because, in this 
latter case, the drain is upon the immediate 
strength of the country, whereas, in the for- 
mer, the drain is upon that part of the popu- 
lation that is not moulded, and, in a great 
proportion that never can be moulded, into 
national strength, and here, therefore, the 
drain finds a natural counterbalance in the 
subsistence which it leaves behind,and which 
subsistence is sure to produce a corresponding 
population. But, though I agree, that the 
colonial service is a real drain upon the 
strength of the nation; yet, the security, 
both tothe colonies and the mother country, 
from that drain arising, is, in my opinion, 
more than a compensation for it; and espe- 
cially would it be so, if @ course of prepara- 
tion tor the colonial service were adopted, 
and for which course, his Majesty’s colonial 
possessions are most happily adapted. I have 
not rogm to enter here jnto much detail; 
but, I, for my part, can see nothing more 
easy than to give the necessary number of 
regiments, a preparative tour to Nova Scotia 
first; next to Bermuda, next to New Pro- 
vidence ; and next to the West-India Islands. 
This would be attended with some expense ; 
but what would this be in comparrison with 
thetorment, the continualtorment, attendant 
upon an establishment of Black Troops ? 
And, as the West-Indians have themselves 
snggested, why not-agree with the colonial 
assembli@® upon a scheme for settling in the 
islauds such soldiers as might choose to re- 
main, there? But, alas! all this requires 
zeal and disinterestedness in the public ser- 
vice, somewhere or other. It requires la- 
bour and care in those ofices, at home, 
which, having been earned (by what means 
J will not say), the holders but too often 
regard as a mere channel of pecuniary emo- 
Inment. ‘There ate many sinecures, rich 
sigecures, in the West-India islands. There 
is the large annual amount of the 44. per 
centum. duty, paid by some of those islands. 
Why not resolve to appropriate these exclu- 
sively,to the making of provision for the of- 
ficers..who have served in the West-Indies, 
or for the widows and children of snch of- 
teers as may have lost their lives in that ser- 
vice? Would not, this be more just than to 


bestow. these emoluments on persons. -who . 
have, pever passed.a sleepless hour, the back 


et whyse™ hand has never been tanned, not 
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only in the service of the West-Indies, but 


in any public service whateyer? 


‘< Oh! 


** you jacobin !”" perhaps Mr, Canning, the 


famous anti-jacobin writer, will excl 
Well, Sir, be it so; but, at the same 
be you assured, that, 


aim. 
ame time, 
uniess a principle of 


action such as is here implied, be speedily 
adopted, and steadily adhered to, there will 
arise events, before which all your wakins 
dreams of ambition will vanish like the ilu. 
sions of the drunken tinker——There j, 
one passage in Mr. Canning’s speech (as re- 
ported in the Morning Chronicle), which, 
considering the quarter whence it came. 
has, I must confess, excited, in my mind 
at least, no small degree of surprise —~ 
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Without too great a _ veneration for 
the establishments and opinions of our 
ancestors he” (Mr. Canning, observe), 
might disapprove of carrying the regular 
army to an unlimited extent without any 
thing to La/ance it. In emergencies, our 
regular army might be thus augmented 
along with our other forces. But he was 
proceeding with it ina manner that wou/d 
sap all the checks upon it constitutionally 
estabkshed. He might say that our 
checks were nothing, as our militia and 
regular army could meyer be drawn out 
against each other. God forbid that they 
should. ‘But look at the analogy of our 
civil establishments, ‘What were they 
but a system of checks and balances, which 
had a silent operation? If the right hon. 
gent.'s system was to have its full effect, 
10 years hence a member might rise in 
that House, and declare his sentiments 
with very different feelings from those ly 
which he was actuated, A standing ar- 
my, therefore, was still to be regarded 
with jealousy. But, at. the end of the 
war, the militia too was to be renewed by 
bounties, and by that means, it would be 
equally in the power of the crown as the 
regular army, and he maintained that the 
great objection to this bill, was, that i 
put too much in the hands of the crown ; 
and, therefore, in some measure, supet- 
ceded the use of the militia. For the 
first time since the revolution, the sup- 
plies were voted before the estimates 
were presented, and it became the, House 
to consider the more, what sort of 
army we were to have. The Mutiny 
Bill would not le a sufficient check € 
the regular ariny thus constituted." 
In the sentiments, expressed, by the 


words which I have. marked with Halie}s, | 


agree, for the reasons stated in, page 
525, and 526, i Berea 
| Canning ; and, if the reac 


es 5A, 


7. with Mr. 
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661) 
those reasons, and has duly weighed them, 
he will, [think, join me in the opinion, that, 
‘y answer to such an objection, something, 
at least, should have been said by Mr. Wind- 
ham, or by Mr. Fox, The notion, bowever, 
of balancing this power of the Crown by the 
‘ghuence of a variety in the species of our 
military force, [ do not, by any mecns adopt. 
lam tora balance in the constitution of the 
army itsel/; tor, whi'e the army is so large 
as it now is, :ni while the power of appoint- 


ment, of Gismission, of exaltation, and of 


degradation, 1s lodged absolutely and exclu- 
sively in the Crown, tothe exclusion, too, 
of all responsibility in the adviser, the real li- 
berties of the people must always be in an 
exact inverse proportion to the strength of 
the army and to the honours and emoluments 
thereunto attached. From the present 
ministers (to say nothing about the Council 
of War, which they moved for last year) 
some a.teration, in this respect, was expect- 
ed. General Fitzpatrick, in the case of Co- 
LoNEL Jounsrong, stood pledged, firmly 
| pledged, to propose some specific measure 
upon the subject. Since he has been in of- 
Jice himself, he has, I suppose, found out that 
all is right enough; for he has. withdrawn 
his notice of a motion, in like manner as Mr. 
Sheridan has givey up his promised motion 
relative to the transactions in the Carnatic. 
| This absolute power is, too, as in the case of 
Masor Davison, allowed to be exercised 
by the East India Company and their Gover- 
uors; aud, considering the great number of 
persons, who are now, either directly or in- 
directly, become subject to this species of 
power, were is the man, not having made 
up his mind to abject subjection, who can 
remain. unalarmed? This power, General 
Fitzpatrick will now tell us, this absolute 
power, is the acknowledged and undoubted 
prerogative of the Crown; and that so it 





he General must not forget, that there is 
some difference between tuis power, when 
exercised with regard to an army of 10, or 
20, or 30 thousand men (the militia being 
fficered ‘by ‘the countics), and the same 
power, when éxercised with regard to au 
army of from 150 to 300 thousand men. In 
hort, if this be rendered a corintry wholly 
ulitary, as with a force of this amount it 
wst be’; and, if the officers of the army 
€ wholly. dependent upon the will of the 
Own; if this should be the case, what will 
His Government then be ? Anxiously, there- 
ore, do T hope, that, if Mr. Windham's 
blu (which ‘will place so much additional 
ouour and emolument at the disposal of the 
rown) be adopted, some means, same ¢f- 









was in the best days of Whiggism. But, . 
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fectual means, will be found out and adopted 
fir rendering the officers less dependent, 
or, in other words, for rendering their situa- 
tions, their means of living with reputation, 
their very existence, so secure as not to be 
affected materially without some sort of 
legal proceeding. 

It was my intention to have offered some 


remarks upon the Stave Trapr Bit, now 


before parliament ; and also upon the subject 
of the Hanoverian Var; but, I have not 
room; and, besides, the reader will find, 
here below, a letter upon each of these sub- 
jects. Upon the subject of the Hanoverian 
war, I do not quite agree in some of the more 
general notions of my correspondent ; but, 
with respect tothe particular points relating 
to this war, I perfectly agree with him. ‘The 
letter upon the Slave Trade Bill is worthy o 

particular attention. 





SLAVE TRADE BILL. 
Sir, The sentiments you have on se- 
veral occasions expressed on the subject of 
the Slave Trade, and the readiness with 
which you, atall times, introduce into your 
valuable Register communications intended 
to be useful, lead me to hope, that you 
will favor this letter with insertion, which 
has for its object to point out the nature and 
effects of the bill, which has been intro- 
duced into parliament by the attorney gene- 
ral, for prohibiting the supply of the colo- 
nies surrendered to his Majesty during the 
present war, with slaves, in ayreater num- 
ber than is deemed necessary to keep up the 
existing black population: and also for pro- 
hibiting British subjects form * being direct- 
ly, or indirectly, concerned in the Slave 
‘Jrade, with any foreign settlement or 
country whatever.—To those who reflect on 
the importance of a trade which occupies 
nearly 150 ships, carrying 30,000 tons, ahd 
employing from 4 to 5,000 seamen; in 
which is engaged, a capital of upwards of 2 
millions; which gives bread to many thou- 
sands of men, women, and children, em- 
ployed in our manufactories; and contri- 
butes so Jargely to the revenue ; it. will not, 
require much argument to prove, that a 
measure which will annihilate at one blow, 
nearly one half of that trade, and greatly 
injure the remainder, should: be maturel 
considered, and that the benefit to rah 
from it should be well ascertained before it 
is carried into effect; it would, however, 
appear from the reception which this bill 
has met with in the House of Commons, 
that, by the generality of the members, it 
isdeemed, what, no. doubt, the honerable 
author ititends it should be, an act ef hu 
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manity to fhe slaves ; 2 boon to the old Bri- 
tish colonies ; and a measure of general ex- 
pediency: while, to me, it appears to be 
just the reverse of allthis, and as far as. re- 
spects, the surrendered colonies, a breach of 
faith on the part of this government, which 
J am not aware, that any policy can justify. 
—And first, Sir, as to the trade on the Afri- 
can coast.—The trade in slaves being open 
to all nations, no act of the British ~parlia- 
ment can prevent foreigners from obtaining 
a supply; the question then is, whether, 
with a view to the comforts of the negroes, 
and to the interests of this country, it is 
more adviseable that we should be the car- 
riers, or oblige foreigners to go to the foun- 
tain-head and supply themselves? the ans- 


wer I take to be obvious; that, while the | 


trade is unrestrained, the merchant is en- 


couraged, by the great deinand, to bring to 


our colonies a greater number of slaves than | 


is required for their cultivation, and in con- 
sequence, the British planter has all advan- 
tage of pre-emption, while the foreigner is 
obliged to take his leavings at a higher ex- 
pense: on the contrary, if the bill should 
pass into a law, nearly one half the trade 
would be transferred to foreigners, and the 
remainder permitted under such discourag- 
ing circumstanees, as must render the sup- 
ply from our own islands extremely preca- 
rious and very expensive,—It is, therefore, 
a matter of astonishment to me, to hear 


great respectability, argue, that this bill j 
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ments on the Gold coast; and what is more 
they went round the Cape of Good Hope, 
and brought thousands of slaves from the 
eastern coast of Africa; a trade, which we 
are not permitted to attempt; and there is 
not a doubt, had the peace and tranquillity 
of France and its colonies continued for 
few years longer, but with such great en- 
couragements as they enjoyed, and such 
heavy discouragements as we suffered, they 
would have wrested the whole of it from 
us.—Now, Sir, there is nothing extrava. 
gant in supposing that other nations may be 
encouraged to. imitate what the French ef. 





fected with so much success ; there wants 
| only the occasion, or the necessity to induce 
| them to make the trial: our dereliction of 
so much of the trade will be a strong temp- 
tation to others to profit by our folly: to the 
French whenever the return of peace will 
permit it; to the American states imme- 
diately ; but the necessity must have a more 
| powerful operation on the Spaniards in_ p:r- 
| ticular; they have already learned how 
' much it is their interest to purchase slaves 
| for themselves, and not to depend upon a 
| precarious and humiliating supply from the 
refuse of others: sensible of this truth, 
they have held out the most tempting offers 
to people in this country to carry on the 
| trade from their ports, which, if the pre- 
sent bill should pass, there will, it isto be 
feared, be numbers ready to accept as soon 





cumstances, can it be imagined that any act 


gentlemen of extensive knowledge we apportunities shall offer: under such cir- 


one of the best measures that can be ade/t- 


_ed for the interest of the old West-India 


islands. ‘That it will prevent foreigners from 
procuring slaves, and by confining the Bri- 
tish supply to our own islands, render them 
cheaper to ourselves.—As before observed, 
both the eastern and western coasts of Afri- 
ca are open to all nations ; there is: nothing 
to prevent the French, the Americans, the 
Portugueze, the Danes, the Spaniards, or 
the Dutch, from buying slaves on that coast 
as well as the Bnglish: there was atime, in- 
deed, when these traders were considered by 
8 Guinea captains as the most contempti- 

le opponents : their trade extended only to 
the purchase of refuse slaves; it could not 
be otherwise; they had bad cargoes, and 
did not understand it: but see what indastry 
and encouragenient from the state can pro- 
duce ; a short time, previous ‘to the late 
war, the French had made such wonderful 
porgress, that they drove us completely’ out 
of the Angola and Whydah trade; they be- 
came our most formidable rivals, not only 
in the Bight and on the Windward coast, 
but even in the midst of our own settle- 


of the legislature of this country will bea 
means in the smallest degree of hindering 
their supply.—The whole of the British ex- 
port of slaves from Africa amounts to abyout 
36,000 annually ; of these, about one hal 
go to the service of the established Britis 
islands; one fourth to the surrended colonies, 
and the remainder to foreigners. chiefly - 
Spaniards and Americans, The present bill, 
therefore, is intended to deprive us of the 
trade (allowing 5000 for the annual supply 
tothe surrendered colonies) for 13,000 slaves, 
of which 9000 will be provided by other 
nations. The effect of such a measure Up" 
on our West-India colonies must necessarily 
be this, that the competition agamst Us ~f 
ing so greatly increased, and on the other 
hand, our influence in the market propo 
tionably lessened 5 it will be:impossible a 
us to obtain either so good an assortme» 
or at so moderate’ a- price -as’ formerly, z 
which must fall upon the” West-India ph” 
er; and further, that the restraint 1 Y 
| West-India market will discourage the vert 
merchant from risking his property ena 
| the extent necessary for the supply of o 
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‘lands, and more especially Jamaica, be- 
cause if be cannot sellthere, he will have 
no witerior resort.—I think it, altogether, 
unnecessary to say any thing more to shew 
that it behoves the West-India planter, 
above all others, to oppose the present bill, 
which in every point of view is injurious to 
his interests; because it not only renders 
more uncertain and more expensive the 
supply of labourers for his estates, but after 
having got them, it renders those very la- 
bourers of Jess value to him, by limiting 
his market, if he has occasion to sell them.— 
Jt is a most erfoneous notion, that our 
islands have but little concern in the dis- 
couragement ef the British slave merchant ; 
the planter must share in the’ burthens of 
the merchant ; one strong proof of this is, 
the present enormous price of slaves, occa- 
sioned ina great degree by American com- 
petition unrestricted by. limitations.—The 
length of this letter deters me from offering 
observations on the consequences, that must 
result from the Joss ef those valuable re- 
turns, of bullion, dying stuffs, &c. which 
are so important to our colonies and manu- 
factories; I cannot, however, dismiss the 
subject without adding a quotation from alet- 
ter which the last packet brought me from a 
respectable gentleman, who, encouraged by 
his Majesty’s proclamation, established him- 
self as.a planter at Surinam.—‘‘ The ela- 
‘ mour here (against the order in council 


«e 


tation of slaves) is universal; the Dutch 
say, and very truly, that when they sur- 
rendered to the British, their faith «as 
pledged that Surinam should enjoy the 
same privileges with the others (his Ma- 
jesty’s) colonies. ‘The new beginners, on 
estates, are rnined by the order; and the 
holders of uncultivated lots, that they 
have paid for, and upon which they have 
paid all the taxes, &e. are pour ainsi dire, 
deprived, if not of their property, of all 
the value of it; namely, the right of 
cultivation. From the construction our 
lieut.-governor has put upon the order 
and the conditions annexed to obtaining 
the limited supply, the ordersamounts to 
a prohibition, insomuch, that I do not 
expect to see any more negroes sold here 
** publicly. If there exists a cause stronger 
“ than another that makes the negroes dis- 
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ticularly upon the new. plantations in the 
Saramacea, where you will frequently 
find estates with 100 men and 5 women. 
In fact, government must extend theim- 
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“* the colony had better-be in the hands of 





in August last for prohibiting the impor- | 


satisfied, it is the want of women, par-. 


portation here, for a short. time, or-else. 
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(666 
‘ the French, the Dutch, the Spaniards, or 
‘* the devil.”"—I have been induced to give 
you the above quotation from having heard 
it mentioned in the House upon the report 
of the bill, that the planters themselves 
had evinced no dissatisfaction at the prohibi- 
tion.—I am, Sir, yourconstant reader, and 
obedient servant. —C. $.— 26th April, 180. 
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NR. WINDHAM’S PLAN, 

Sir, Your indulgence to my letter of 
the 8th instant, emboldens me to attempt a 
few further observations on the proposed 
change in military affairs. However much 
the vain and the weak may feel the loss of 
their empty titles, and gaudy trappings, by 
the change of the volunteers, [ am persuaded 
the principal cause of that ferment now 
existing in the country is, the idea of the dis- 
tinction adinitted by the new plan, by which 
the richer classes are to be allowed to amuse 
themselves in the present trifling system ; 
and which gives to the training, which if 
borne by all, would have been a hardship to 
none, the odious appearance of oppression 
on the lower classes. An absurd outcry has 
been raised against the plan of mixing all 
ranks and conditions .of men at these drills. 
I should like much te know what infection 
in body or in mind, the most delicate or con- 
scientious can inhale, by standing or moving 
in aline, where -silence and. order must be 
the basis of every operation, It surely can- 
not be any of those, who as othcers of the 
volunteers, have been in the daily habit of 
coaxing, begging and beseeching every shoe 
black in their corps to. favour them with 
their attention, who are so, squeamishly scru- 
pulous. But, Sir, without forming. any asy- 
lum, merely for the convenience of. such 
men, they have the option of anether species 
of service, in the ranks of the yeomanry, 
which under proper regulations will in time 
of need be found a most useful description of 
force, aud well. adapted for every purpose of 
desultory warfare, These corps should be 
ecmned iu squadrons, under the command 
of an officer with rank of captain, and acer- 
taim number of these squadrons. should be 
placed under the direction of an officer of 
cavalry; nota general, followed by inspec- 
tors, aids-de-camp, .&c, &c.; but under an 
intelligent and active officer, who would be 
more properly termed an instructor, thap an 
inspector, whose. duty and. aathprity should 
enable him to. act, not,tolook amd bow to 
these men. ‘This officer of coarse should be 
appointed by. his Majesty, aud.in the army. 
‘The abuses that have taken place in the ap- 
pointment of the inspectors, will show the 
necessity of this latter regulationy, The rules 
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under which these were appointed will be 
found in the Register, Vol. 1V. page 499. 
And after reading these rules, | would ask 
any man, if he should expect to find in the 
list of these inspectors, field officers whose 
Jaurels were gained in the fencibles or mili- 
tia; officers, who in the midst of a war 
had sold out of the army to the best bidder ; 
or, least of ail, officers who had been order- 
ed to quit the service ? Can we wonder, Sir, 
at the complaints against these men, or at 
their fulsome compliments ? Who can have 
$0 perverted the meaning of distinguished re- 
putation, as to recommend such appomt- 
ments? J donot pretend to say, but I can- 
not suppose it possible that the commander- 
ju-chiet could be the person. If he had-ad- 
vised such aimeasure, I cannot think Mr. 


Windham would poivt him out as the fittest’ 


person, in whose hands the rewards and ho- 
nours of the soldier are to be deposited. Be- 


fore 1 conclude this letter, 1 cannot help 


joining my regret at the adoption of the 
German troops, more particularly at secing 
British dragoons, at this moment dismount 

ed, to be sent to defend colonies, and deli- 
vering their horses to Germans to defend 
our own country. ‘This is not the system to 
which we looked forward, when under the 
enlightened and liberal genius of Mr. Wind- 
ham, nor can I help suspecting that the same 
temporising policy, so strongly pourtrayed im 
the other branches of the government, cramps 
his energies in the military department.——— 
1 am, Sir, your most obedient servant, Mucus. 
April 28, 1300, 





HANOVERIAN WAR. 
Sir, I ain induced to trouble you with 
a few hasty remarks on Mr. Fox’s late speech, 





on occasion of his Majesty's Message to Par- 


liament. Whether imy observations may 
coincide with your opinion on the subject, | 
know not; but in one point, L. think we 
shall agree ; that discussion must lead to goad 


inasmuch as it tends to the ascertainment of 
- facts, and the establishmentof political truth ; 


and that these are times, which demand, on 
great public occasions, a manly avowal of 
opinions, without regard: to individual ad- 
vantage, party prejudices, or public clamour. 
—— With all the ifpressive eloguence that 


‘could flow from elevated genius, und an ar- 


dent and genereus mind, Mr. Fox held eut 


to merited censure, the disgraceful policy of 


the Prussian: cabinet. The people of this 


‘country are (nationally speaking) ‘animated 


with a spirit too similar to his own, not to 
feel, as he would. wish, a general sentiment 
*of indignation. But, Sir, let me call your 


“attention Co une part of his Majesty's decla- | 
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ration, rendered still more important ‘by its 

cordial adoption by Mr. Fox, who avows that 

he felt particular pleasure in announcine it 
5 


to the Prussian minister. I mean his Ma. 
jesty’s explicit assurance, that “* no conve. 
 slgeblin ehebodimaaiey titbaiuatas 
§ © alienation of 
‘* the Electorate.” Now, this leads to 4 
conclusion, which cannet fail to be highly 
alarming to every man who feels the pres- 
sure of the war; (and who is there that js 
not tremblingly alive to such feelings?) {..; 
it holds out to us. the com/fortalle prospect, 
that our cabinet will be little inclined to any 
negociation, which shali not have for its de- 
sis the restoration of this Eivciorate. To 
how formidable a distance does this throw 
our prospect of peace! And, after ell, Mr. 
Cobbett, does the object appear to any man 
of plain understanding to be attainable, un- 
less uncer cipcumstances, and in consequence 
of ever.tson the Continent, which do not, at 
this moment, present themselves as at all 
probable to the most sanguine imagination ? 
—Si, what i would wish to depreciate, is 
the very thing which seems now aimed at, as 
if by general consent of all parties ; mamely, 
un attempt to interest the generous feelings 
of Englishmen at the expense of their judg- 
ment: *f never give up the loyal inhabitants 
‘* of Hanover,” cries Mr. Fox, and Lord 
Castlereagh echoes the injunction. - When 
they do agree at St. Stephens, as Mr. Putt 
s#ys, ‘* their unanimity 1s wonderfel.”—~ 
but, Sir, is it consistent with a genuine spi- 
rit of loyalty and patriotism, to ask these 
orators-of congenial tire*to descend from the 
clouds, and inform us in the first plaee, how 
the restoration of these territories is to be ¢f- 
fected, and in the pext, (if we may be allow- 
ed to whisper the question) how far the ob- 
ject is worth attaining? That his Majesty 
must feel a fond attachment tothe dom- 
nions of his ancestors is naturally to-be ex- 
pected; and every man of a generous mind 
must sympathise in his gricf and indignation, 
at the unprincipled aggtession which hes 
torn them: from his possession, But, were 
not the advice more sage; though perhaps” 
less palatable, that should: rather endeavour 
to reconcile him to an inevitable- less, than 
encourage wild and rash hopes of redeeming 
it ? In spite of Jocal attachments, true Br- 





-tish interests. must ever be the -pr.mary ob- 


ject of a British Sovereign ; and it were ale 
most. treason to, suppose it possible that Ins 
Majesty could wish, hisicabinet advise; or Ins” 
people acquiesce in, “the »protraetion of 2 
hopeless:contest, or the sacrifice of any grett 
national object, for the redemeption-of cont” 


| nental dominion——Sir, these ume of 
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69] 
strange event are pregnant with incidents of 
calamity, with losses, and privations. In 


those of an humbler station the progress of | 


its deterioration is less observeable, but not 
less constant ahd oppressive, while those in 
the highest, who could. in happier periods, 
aJmost mock the imnconstaucy of fortune, are 
now subject to its most terrible reverses. 
When we contemplate empires reduced to 
comparadve insiguiicance, kingdoms torn 
trum their ancient dynasties, and free nations 
subjected to.a foreign yoke, we shall the less 
wonder and repine at the separation of MHa- 
nover from the Crown of Great Britain; and 
if We can preserve to our Sovereign the /at- 
wr, unimpaired in splendour, dignity, and 
power, though we may regret the Joss of the 
jurmer, a an evil, we ought to be gratefal 
tor the comparative good.—Unhappily, there 
appears am unavoidable necessity tor our 
svereign and his people, for the present, to 
give way tothe dreadtul change in the state 
of the Continent, produced by events, which 
tue sagacity of Mr. Fox foresaw, and which 
an administration couducied by him might 
have averted,-but which ‘ow are not to be 
cured and controuled, At the same time 
this necessary acquiescence should be coupled 
with a firma, steady determination to deiend 
ali the blessings and advantages, which our 
tuswar situation has hitherto preserved to us, 
aud which it cannot fail ever to secure, if we 
unite pradence with energy, and husband 
eur ainple resources. But, Mr. Cobbett, | 
protest against all fits of philanthropic fury ; 
<galast all wild denuneiations ; against ail 
rash vows of. continuing to make war tor 
unattainable, or unimportant objects. 
What I had intended for the loose occupa- 
von of an how, has grown to unallowable 
| had intended to touch on the 
: sequences of ‘the present change to his 
‘iesty’s Hanoverian subjects, tor 1 must 
Le allowed-to: doubt, Whether, in the actual 
‘isle of the Continent, it is aliégether so 
much to their disadvantage as has been sup- 
Posed. iL should also, with re/uctance, ad- 
Vert. to a sort of side wind inueudo, in Mr. 

OX's speech, as to the importance of Hano- 
‘et as, an.appendage to Great Britain: a 
Position which, Lthink, it would require all 
‘3 Ingenuity to maintain serious/y—It this 
letier, subject to. such compressica and alte- 
‘ou as you think fit, or any part of it ap- 
Peat. Worth notice, itis at your and the pub- 
HC service, «Jf not, my object will be gain- 
d, if it only leads you to reflect on, and dis- 
Suss the subject it contains with. your usual 
Accubess of research, and boldness of re- 
Rak eB BIBANNACUS ~~ ors 





akiidseness, 
GO! 
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COLONIAL SERVICE. 

Sir, In a letter addressed to you, une 
der date the 30th of March, inserted in your 
Register of the Sth of April, Major Cart- 

right puts the following queries to you.— 
‘* But now, Mr. Cobbett, let me, in ny 
€ turn, ask you, if you have daly consider- 
ed, the demands of men for all foreign 
services, before the residve becomes ape 
plicable to home defence? Where you 
shall bave provided garrisons for Gibral- 
** tar, Malta, the Cape of Good Hope; ar- 
** mies ior Canada, New Brunswick, and 
** all our West India Islands; other armies 
** for our widely extended Asiatic cdomi- 
‘* nious; and our Asiatic wars; ethers 
“ again for Guernsey, Jersey, and Ireland ; 
‘* besides a disposeable force for Mediterra- 
‘* nean or other expeditions; how many of 
** your 200,000 men will beleft at home ; 





ee 


ce 


t¢ 


cé 


and after making the necessaty deducs 


** tions for raw recruits, remain as our efi- 
** cient defence ?"——Forcibly struck with 
difficulties, similar to the preceding; a gen- 
tleman who, tor sometime, bad a seat in 
the present Parliament, was. induced to sub- 
mit the following ideas to the House of 
Commons, and there, though they were ut- 
tered with some degree of coufusion, from 
his want of the habit of public speaking, or 
ability to arrange them, they so far attracted 
notice, that one of the late ministry, in his 


| own name, and in that of his principal, de- 


sired to have them in writing; and they 
were accordingly, hastily thrown upon paper 
and delivered to him,——Previously to. the 
gentleman's vacating his seat, the substance 
of them was also transmitted to Mr, Fox.—I 
am not without apprchension, Mr. Cobbett, 
from the contempt with which, if I recollect 
right, you have in some part of your work, 
spoken of the people, of whom my opinion 
is very diiferenr, that these ideas may meet 
with but-an unfavourable reception from 
you, and ] have an additional reason to sus- 
pect this, from not having observed any sub- 
sequent notice bestowed on them, by those 
to whom they were originally submitted. 
——At all events, however, I will new vene 
ture to lay them before you, confident that 
you will endeavour to disiniss, as far a3 iu 
your power, al] undue prejudice froma your 
mind, and after obtaining information from 
those able to furnish it, afford the subject 
a candid consideration, They were then as 
foliows: viz. ‘‘ From what has passed lately 
in the Island of St. Domingo, our West-lp- 
dian colonies appear exposed to new and im- 
minent danger, both inte’nal and external, 
aad itis, theretore, the part of prudence.to 
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671] 
make early provision to meet its occurrence. 
—It is impossible to sappose the Negroes of 
our colonies unacquainted with the success 
ef their brethren, or unanimated with the 
hope of being able at some period or other 
to imitate their example *.—The West-In- 
dian islands have hitherto furnished few, or 
no resources of offensive war to their Euro- 
pean masters, and their exterior means of de- 
fence can no longer be relied on as formerly. 
qn the event of .an attack from without, 
abetted by internal commotion, it would cer- 
tainly be found insufficient, except provided 
ona scale much larger than can be afforded, 
consistent with the pressing necessity of 
keeping our forces, as much concentered as 

ossible at home. ‘The destructive ravages 
which the climate of the West-Indies have 


ever been found to make in the constitutions | 


of our countrymen, must also render it ex- 
tremely difficult to keep up, even our present 
establishment of troops in them ; for, [ ima- 
gine no circumstance opposes so strong an 
objection to the regular military service of 
the state, both amongst the officers and pri- 
vates, as the idea of heing otdered to the 
West Indies. ‘ Qué riempe et nostro le- 
thum miserabile fratri attulit. Hic misero 


frater adempte mihi.""—It was these consi- | 
-derations that induced me at the clese of the 


list session of parliament (on the 10th of 
August) to hazard a suggestion, which if 
adopted, I fondly hoped, might in a great 
degree provide for our colonial demand for 
troops, both for defensive and offensive pur- 
poses, aud consequently, add materially to 
the disposeable strength of our own country. 
—I assumed that we held 2 dominion in the 
East, over a population of fifty millions of 
enlightened and obedient subjects; which 
population of itself, probably, was not infe- 
-Fior in number to the host, under the com- 
mand of the government of France. I stated, 
however, that I did not pretend to aver that 
qur fellow subjects in the East, were physi- 
cally equal in energy or strength to the har- 
dy sons of more northern regions, in which 
J would on no account, propose to bring 


_them to combat t. That as they were ne- 





* E.G. Late occurrences in Trinidad. 

+ I amas well aware as the author of the 
Tnquiry into the State of the Nation can be 
of the difference between European and In- 
dian troops, although I do not think the dif- 
f-rence now prevails to the core which it 
did, when the Roman Historian Wrote, from 
whom he quotes, or that our Indian batta- 
_lion$ would disgrace themselves if brought 

vertheless capable of a very high degree of 
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tip: 
military discipline, possessed great banhcis 

and had manifested.a fidelity to‘our cause in 
difficulties unexampled; and, as his Majesty 


possessed other dominions situated in cli. 


mates similar to their own; I was of op). = 
nion, that in these, a large proportion of the Vo 
force entertained, if raised for the express —— 
purpose, and under due precautions, mivh —_ 
be advantageously drawn from our posses. * Te 
sions in the East.. That this part of the ae. 


force woult-be tound the best adapted to the ‘ 


service. That it would prove: alike capable * tor 
of resisting the vertical. sun of the day, as the © “tor 
Senter 


pernicious damp of the night.- That by be- 
coming a counterpoise to the Negro popula- 673] 
tion, it would afford security to the planters 

against their insurrections; and scour the 

mountains and woods when they might re- E] 
tire to them. That were these troops en- 
couraged to take their families with them to 


the islands, aided also by other means, thot . 































might -be adopted, of peopling them in p: t “ys 
trom the East, in process of time they would pes ; 
produce a race of orderly and industrious a " 
freemen, both to cultivate and defend them: pee 
and, in the end, do dway the necessity of my 
having recourse to the odious and atrocious ee , 
practice of the slave trade. Finally, that it ‘ ei? 
would materially economise the valuable ie ” 
lives of our Own countrymen. The follow. icin | 
mg aré a few of the particular propositions who] 
that immediately suggest themselves ; others, hoend 
no doubt would be required for bringing the inquiri 
plan to maturity and perfection ——I. ‘That Depar 
the troops destined” for the West-Indies thie’ as 
might be best qualitied to resist the effects of whi ok 
the climate, they should-be levied from the which 
maritime or most southern parts of Bengal Honise 
especially Chittagong, Orissa, the Coasts of sent ip 
Coromandel and Malabar ; the air and ¢li- sive 
mate of which places, J am persuaded would have t 
be found to -correspond with the West-!2- the fr 
dies. ‘The natives of the upper and dry tion ‘te 
gions of Hindostan, would prove as little able nected 
to resist their etieets, as Europeans.—ll. ment of 
That the several corps should be composed ] envies 
young able bodied men, as many of whom der that 
as could be induced to do so, should be that we 
conraged to take their families with them preserva 
III. That they should be enlisted for a tem Whether 
of years (probably not less than seven) wilh to the p 
the certain assurance of being furnished with The ( 
the means of returning to their own coul 1S to. sa 
“try, when their time of service had expires Trauir; 
‘by the vessels which might bring  rectul® establish 
for their several corps. (To be continued act 45 G 







—— ne 






Minister 
board, " 
aud its F 
of the 
months, 
f h of 
fered to 





in contact with the troops of Naples, ot wit 
‘some others of Italy. Vide page 88; 
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